Please complete this form and email it on or before Sept. 22 to Deborah Leon Guerrero, Assessment Office, at doborah@uguam.uog.edu


IDENTIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT EXEMPLARS

purpose:  The WASC Academic Quality team would like to highlight specific examples of excellence in assessment and the use of evidence to improve academic quality in the AQ essay for our self-study.

Directions:  We ask each school or college to identify three to five assessment activities, results of which contributed produced a change in degree programs, teaching methods or pedagogy.  The AQ team suggests that the unit’s AAC and/or faculty generate a list of recommendations, and then agree on 3-5 to present.  Once the assessment activities have been identified, we ask the Dean/Ex. Director to identify activities that are outstanding examples of using assessment to improve academic quality.  Please provide the list of 3-5 in the table below.  An example is provided for your assistance.  

	ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY
	PROGRAM
	SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES AND CHANGES

	1. Psychology Program faculty aligned student learning outcomes for individual courses with ten categories of learning outcomes recommended by the American Psychological Association (APA) for undergraduate programs: choosing three of these categories— communication skills, critical thinking skills and knowledge of applications of psychology—as Program-wide priorities. These priorities have guided assessments and course revisions in both required and elective courses.  Examples follow.
	Psychology
	Assessment results from majors and non-majors alike in PY101 General Psychology identified knowledge of applications of psychology as requiring further emphasis. The course now highlights a key application for each week's subject (e.g., behavioral interventions that reduce rates of HIV transmission.)  Assessments in the Program's two required courses in research methodology (PY210 and PY413) identified writing skills as needing further emphasis, leading to a successful program of changes in instruction that boosts students' skills in writing research reports in APA style, as measured by APA-prepared mastery tests. In PY492 Psychology Practicum—a course in which senior Psychology majors apply their training to supervised practice in meeting mental health needs in the community—feedback from practicum supervisors guided the instructor's program of changes in training: targeting increased knowledge of psychopathology, ethical issues, and the mental health system on Guam.  A new program of assessments treats the Program's required courses as a developmental sequence in fostering critical thinking skills specific to hypothesis testing and evidence-based applications of psychology.
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